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Upcoming 2014 - 2015 Season Concert featuring Mike Smith, horn
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 39th season in the Fall of 2014. The
Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of the Clear Lake Chamber ofy y g y
Commerce, ASCAP and BMI. Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and
to provide opportunities for the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the
enjoyment of the community. Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be
held featuring various classical selections and guest soloists.

All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau Bay 
across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).

The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the fourth concert of the 
2014-2015 season on Friday, February 20, 2015 at the Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across 
from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 39th season, the 
Orchestra will perform an evening of beautiful music.
Selections will include: Beethoven Ruins of Athens Overture; Bruckner 
Symphony No. 4; and the Mozart Horn Concerto No. 1 which features the 
symphony's own principal horn Michael Smith as soloist. The Orchestra 
will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 34th year as Conductor and 
Musical Director of the Clear Lake SymphonyMusical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony. 

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor                  

& Musical Director

Reminder: All concerts will be 
on Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
For a list of all the season 
concerts, please click on the 
following link: 
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

& Musical Director
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Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).  
Phone number: 281-488-0066.  Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students. 
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert. 
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February 20, 2015 Program Notes

The Ruins of Athens by Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827).  In 1811, on his doctor’s advice,
the ailing Beethoven summered in the Bohemian spa town of Teplitz While there he composed anthe ailing Beethoven summered in the Bohemian spa town of Teplitz. While there, he composed an
overture and incidental music to accompany two new plays by August von Kotzebue. The works debuted
in 1812 at the opening of a theater in Pest, Hungary, in a thinly veiled political gambit by the Austrian
Emperor Franz l. Recognizing the rising nationalist sentiment brewing in Hungary, Franz tried to win over
his subjects by building them an opulent new theater. The opening night performances featured two of
Kotzebue's plays, the second of which was The Ruins of Athens, in which Minerva, the Roman goddess
of art and music, awakens after two millennia to find Athens occupied by the Turks. She is relieved to
learn that culture is alive and well in the city of Pest, thanks to the benevolent emperor. The Overture to
the Ruins of Athens is one of the least explored of Beethoven's orchestral works partly because hethe Ruins of Athens is one of the least explored of Beethoven s orchestral works, partly because he
replaced it when a Viennese theater staged a revival of the play in 1822. (That newer overture is known
as Consecration of the House and has become a concert staple in its own right.)

Perhaps the best known music from The Ruins of Athens is the Turkish March which appears as
item No. 4 of the incidental music. It is written in the Turkish style popular at the time. The theme was first
used in Beethoven's Six Variations on an Original Theme, Op. 76 of 1809. The March is in Eb major,
tempo vivace and 2/4 time. Its dynamic scheme is highly suggestive of a procession passing by, starting
out pianissimo (very soft), poco a poco (little by little) rising to a fortissimo (very loud) climax and then
receding back to pianissimo by the coda (ending)receding back to pianissimo by the coda (ending).

Horn Concerto No. 1 in D major, K 412 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791).
Although numbered first, this was actually the last of Mozart's four horn concertos. The work is in two
movements instead of the usual three. It was written for his friend whom he had known since childhood,
Joseph Leutgeb. Leutgeb had played first horn in the Salzburg court orchestra before settling in Vienna in
1777 where he ran a cheesemonger’s shop. Mozart completed three horn concertos and began
composing the fourth (the No. 1) during the last summer of his life but only succeeded in finishing the first

t d t f th fi l b th ti f hi d th i 1791 It l ft t f hi il Fmovement and part of the finale by the time of his death in 1791. It was left to one of his pupils , Franz
Xaver Sussmayr, to complete the last movement. All four concertos were composed for the natural horn,
as the modern valved horn hadn't been developed. The notes were achieved in a number of different
ways, including placing the hand in the bell of the horn in order to alter the pitch and the timbre.

Symphony No-.4-in E-flat major by Anton Bruckner (1824-1896).  Bruckner expanded the
concept of the symphonic form in ways that have never been witnessed before or since. When listening
To a Bruckner symphony, one encounters some of the most complex symphonic writing ever created. As
scholars study Bruckner’s scores, they continue to revel in the complexity of his creative logic. The
Symphony No. 4 is one of the composer’s most popular works. It was written in 1874 and revised several
times through 1888. It was dedicated to Prince Konstantin and was premiered in 1881 by Hans Richter to
great acclaim. The symphony's nickname of 'Romantic" was used by the composer himself and refers to
the medieval romance as depicted in the operas Lohengrin and Siegfried by Richard Wagner.

_____________Excerpts from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
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Mike Smith, horn
In 1968, Mike's band director and horn teacher introduced Mike to the horn. Mike
recognizes the importance of great mentors in the lives of students since his love
of the horn was developed not only by the beginning instruction received, but
also the continued following and involvement in his life by this great man.
Reflecting back on his own career as a band instructor and horn player, he can
only hope to have influenced others to love playing music.

Having taught band for 35 years, Mike is currently in his 6th year of teaching at Westbury Christian
School after leaving the public school system in 2008 He has continued to enjoy playing horn inSchool after leaving the public school system in 2008. He has continued to enjoy playing horn in
various community and professional organizations, having played with the Galveston Symphony,
Houston Civic Symphony, Baytown Symphony, Pasadena Philharmonic, TUTS Orchestra, Houston
Gilbert and Sullivan Orchestra, and currently as principal horn for the Clear Lake Symphony.

His association with the Clear Lake Symphony began with appearances in the early years as a
substitute player and than in 1993 coming to the orchestra full time as a section player. He has a
strong belief that community orchestras are a true reflection of how music was meant to be enjoyed

d l k f d t h iti ith th Cl L k S h A l i t Mik hand looks forward to each exciting season with the Clear Lake Symphony. As a soloist, Mike has
appeared with the Houston Civic Symphony, Galveston Symphony and the Clear Lake Symphony. In
teaching, he looks forward to every accomplishment made by those students he starts each year, and
he hopes to see them make the joy of music part of their future life.

Special Features
Annual Youth Concerto Competition
The Clear Lake Symphony held a competition on January 24, 2015 for young artists from Houston area 
high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools.  The winners are provided with a scholarship and 
the opportunity to perform with the Symphony.  The winners will perform on the March 27th concert in 
2015.  The winners will be announced on the Clear Lake Symphony website, 
www.clearlakesymphony.org , later this month and in a newsletter to be sent out to all subscribers.

In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools at no cost to the students or taxpayers through classroom demonstrations andpublic schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the 
responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad sales.  For more information, call Sherrie 
Matula (281) 486-0224.  For more information or to become a CLASS member go to: 
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:

Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
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Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199

The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 ©(3) status with the IRS.  All contributions are tax deductible.
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2014 - 2015 Please support our 
f th S hSeason 

Performances

sponsors of the Symphony.  
Bring this ad with you when 

going out to dine and 
receive a 10% discount off 

your bill.y

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS 
Webmaster at mkmatula@prodigy net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field
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Webmaster, at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert Unsubscribe  in the Subject field.
This email was sent by: 
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net


