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2016 - 2017 Second Season Concert - October 21, 2016
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 41st season in the Fall of
2016. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 41st Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music”.
All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).
The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the second concert of
their 2016-2017 season on Friday, October 21, 2016. Celebrating their
41st season, the Orchestra will present an evening of music by
Benjamin Britten and his teachers.
Selections will include: "North American Square Dance Suite" by
Benjamin; "Piano Concerto" by Ireland performed by guest pianist Hui
Shan Chin; "The Sea" by Bridge; and "Four Sea Interludes" by Britten.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles A. Johnson, in his 36th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor
& Musical Director
Reminder: All concerts will be
on Friday evenings at 7:30
p.m. For a list of all the season
concerts, please click on the
following link:
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org
Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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Hui Shan Chin
Soloist
Born in Kuala Lumpur in 1990, Hui Shan Chin began her musical education at
the age of 3. Ms. Chin is a laureate of many national and international music
competitions. Her accolades include top prizes in the Seattle International Piano
Competition, Houston Symphony Ima Hogg Competition, HSBC Classics Piano
Competition, ASEAN International Chopin Piano Competition, and the 5 Towns
Music and Arts Piano Competition. Her list of first prizes includes the Kuala
Lumpur Festival of Music in 2002 and more recently the Entergy Young Texas Artist
Competition (2014) and the Jacob Flier International Piano Competition (2014).
After her early training with Ng Chong Lim, Ms. Chin moved to the United
Stated in 2007 to attend the Brad College of Conservatory of Music under the
tutelage of Peter Serkin and Jeremy Denk. She has also worked with composer
Joan Tower. She completed both Masters and Artist Diploma degrees in piano
performance under Dr. Robert Roux at Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music,
and will be continuing her Doctorate of Musical Arts Studies this fall.
Since her arrival in the United States, Ms. Chin has captivated audiences with
her artistry at various venues including the Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, the Richard Fisher Hall, the Museum of Fine Arts, Bunkamura Orchard Hall
and the Kong Cultural Centre, among others. Equally adept as soloist and
chamber musician, she has performed with the Bard Conservatory Orchestra and
the Shepherd School Chamber /Orchestra as winner of Rice University’s piano
concerto competition. Hui Shan has performed with the Houston Symphony,
Symphony North Houston, Hudson Valley Philharmonic, the Shepherd School
Chamber Orchestra, Rice Campanile Orchestra and the Lake Charles Symphony.
Ms. Chin is the recipient of the 2016 Presser Foundation Music Award.
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October 21, 2016 Program Notes (excerpts from Wikipedia)
Benjamin Britten and His Teachers
North American Square-Dance Suite for Orchestra by Arthur Benjamin (1893-1960). Arthur
Benjamin was an Australian composer, pianist, conductor and teacher. He is best known as the
composer of "Jamaican Rumba", composed in 1938. ln 1911, Benjamin won a scholarship from
Brisbane Grammar School to the Royal College of Music (RCM) where he studied composition and
piano. During WWl, he joined the military and in 1917 was attached to the Royal Flying Corps. On
July 31, 1918 his aircraft was shot down over Germany by the young Hermann Goring, and he spent
the remainder of the war as a German prisoner of war at Ruhleben internment camp near Berlin. After
the war, he returned to England in 1921 to become piano professor at the Royal College of Music.
Following his appointment in 1926 to a professorship which he held for the next thirteen years at the
RCM, Benjamin developed a distinguished career as a piano teacher. One of his better known
students from that era included Benjamin Britten.
Piano Concerto in Eb by John Ireland (1879-1962). John Ireland was an English composer and
teacher of classical music. The "Piano Concerto in Eb" was his only concerto. It was composed in
1930, and given its first performance on 2 October of that same year. The work was an immediate
success, and it was frequently performed by pianists such as Arthur Rubinstein. While it is considered
one of the best piano concertos ever written by an Englishman, it is not often heard nowadays and is
not part of the standard repertoire, The first person to record the piece was Eileen Joyce in 1942. She
was also the soloist when the concerto was played at a special Proms concert in 1949 to celebrate
Ireland's 70th birthday. The "Piano Concerto" is in two formal movements; the slow movement leads
directly into the finale. From 1923 John Ireland taught at the Royal College of Music (RCM). His pupils
there included Benjamin Britten.
The Sea by Frank Bridge (879-1941). Frank Bridge was an English composer, violist, and
conductor. He studied at the Royal College of Music (RCM) in London from 1899 to 1903. Bridge is
mostly remembered for privately tutoring Benjamin Britten. "The Sea" is an orchestral suite written
in 1910 - 11 and is also described as a symphonic tone poem. It was the work that first introduced the
ten year old Benjamin Britten to Bridge's music. It was also the first significant piece of modern music
he had ever encountered. He heard it, conducted by the composer, at the Norfolk and Norwich
Festival on 30 October 1924, which he had attended on the encouragement of his viola teacher.
Britten was, in his own words, "knocked sideways". The Norwich Festival's committee was also
impressed; they commissioned another work from Bridge for the 1927 Festival; this was "Enter
Spring", which also made a great impact on Britten. The 1927 Festival was also where Britten was
able to meet Bridge. This led to Bridge taking Britten as the only composition student he ever had.
Four Sea Interludes by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976). Edward Benjamin Britten, Baron Britten was
an English composer, conductor, and pianist. Born in Suffolk, the son of a dentist, Britten showed
talent from an early age. He studied at the Roya! College of Music (RCM) in London and privately with
the composer Frank Bridge. He was a central figure of 20th century British Classical music with a
range of works including opera, other vocal music, orchestral, and chamber pieces. His best known
works include the opera "Peter Grimes" (1945) and "The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra"
(1945). ln the opera, "Sea Interludes" are scene changes. Britten was extraordinarily adept at
making a virtue of the necessity of getting smoothly from one set to another, and his interludes not
only take the listener from one physical location to another (giving the impression at times of going out
to sea and back), but also go inside the characters‘ minds, which throughout the opera are full of
turmoil and doubt.
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Special Features
In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the
responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad sales. For more information, call Sherrie
Matula (281) 486-0224. For more information or to become a CLASS member go to:
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:
Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199
The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 ©(3) status with the IRS. All contributions are tax deductible.

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors! Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local
restaurants. Bring the coupon from the symphony Program with you when going out to
dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.
If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS Webmaster,
at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by:
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net
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Join us in celebrating the 41st season with the Clear Lake Symphony!

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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