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2017 - 2018 Season Opening Concert - September 15, 2017
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 42nd season in the Fall of
2017. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 42nd Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music featuring Masters of Music”.
All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).
The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the first concert of their
2017-2018 season on Friday, September 15, 2017 at the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across
from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 42nd season, the
Orchestra will present a fun evening of light classical and popular
music for their Fall "Pops" concert.
The Orchestra will be led by Robert Wall, in his 24th year as Associate
Conductor of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Robert Wall
Associate Conductor
Reminder: All concerts will be
on Friday evenings at 7:30
p.m. For a list of all the season
concerts, please click on the
following link:
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org
Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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Robert F. Wall
Conductor
&
Clarinetist

21st
Clarinetist and Conductor Robert F. Wall is a native Texan.
His early music training was
received in the public schools of Beaumont, Texas where he was inspired by the legend of
Harry James, another Beaumont native to play beautiful music. Mr. Wall received his
Bachelor Degree in Music Performance from Lamar University in Beaumont, then attended
the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho and was awarded his Master of Music in
Performance. After serving three years in the Fourth Army Band, he did post graduate
work in Music at the University of Houston. Mr. Wall has held the post of Principal Clarinet
with the Clear Lake Symphony for 28 years and in 1993 was named Associate Conductor,
where he conducts the Symphony during its annual Fall "Pops" and Christmas "Pops"
concerts.
Mr. Wall has been active in music in the Galveston/Clear Lake area for many years. In
addition to his work with the Clear Lake Symphony, he served as soloist and Principal
Clarinet for nine years with the Galveston Symphony under the direction of long time
Houston Symphony Principal Clarinet, Richard Pickar. He was also the Orchestra
Conductor for the Galveston Civic Opera production of the Mikado. Recently, Mr. Wall
performed with his jazz combo for the Crisis Pregnancy Center's annual fundraiser.

Mr. Wall was a music educator for many years and currently is in his 24th year as
Instrumental Music Director and Orchestra Director at University Baptist Church in Clear
Lake. With several hundred music orchestrations as part of his duties at the church, he
has also become an accomplished composer and orchestrator of small string and wind
ensemble music which is published through Cimarron Music Press. Mr. Wall's article on
clarinet and bass clarinet pedagogy is also published through LifeWay Christian Resources
in their textbook, The Instrumental Resource.
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September 15, 2017 Program Notes
(All Program Notes were excerpts from Wikipedia unless otherwise noted)

High School Cadets March (1890) - John Philip Sousa (1854 - 1932). The mutual admiration which existed
between John Philip Sousa and the school bands of America has caused many musicians and writers to
conclude that this march was composed as a salute to the school band movement. However, it was written
twenty years before that movement had begun. It was composed at the solicitation of the marching cadet corps
of the one and only Washington, D.C., high school in 1890 (later called Central High School) and was dedicated
to the teachers and pupils. The High School Cadets was another of the drill teams which were an exciting part of
the capital city scene for may years after the Civil War. The members requested the march of Sousa, asking that
he make an effort to make it superior to his "National Fencibles" march, which he had written for a rival cadet
corps. In Sousa's estimation, it was indeed a better march. The music world has concurred, because "The High
School Cadets" has always been one of Sousa's most popular marches. The Cadets were invited to a Marine
Band rehearsal to hear the march played. They liked what they heard and produced $24 to cover the cost of
having the march published and copyrighted. ____from The Works of John Phillip Sousa by Paul E. Bierley.
Rodgers and Hammerstein refers to composer Richard Rodgers (1902 - 1979) and lyricist-dramatist Oscar
Hammerstein II (1895 - 1960), who together were an influential, innovative and successful American musical
theatre writing team. They created a string of popular Broadway musicals in the 1940s and 1950s, initiating what
is considered the "golden age" of musical theatre. Five of their Broadway shows, Oklahoma!, Carousel, South
Pacific, The King and I, and The Sound of Music, were outstanding successes, as was the television broadcast
of Cinderella. Most of their shows have received frequent revivals around the world, both professional and
amateur. Among the may accolades their shows (and film versions) garnered were thirty-four Tony Awards,
fifteen Academy Awards, the Pulitzer Pnze, and two Grammy Awards. Their musical theatre writing partnership
has been called the greatest of the 20th century.
Irish Tune From County Derry - Percy Grainger (1882 - 1961) The original tune was collected by Miss J. Ross
of New Town, Limavady, Co. Derry, Ireland as printed in "The Petrie Collection of the Ancient Music of Ireland"
(Dublin, 1855). On page 57 of that collection the following remarks by George Petrie go before the tune, which is
headed: “name unknown": “For the following beautiful air I have to express my very grateful acknowledgment to
Miss J. Ross, of New Town, Limavady, in the County of Londonderry---a lady who has made a large collection of
the popular unpublished melodies of the county, which she has very kindly placed at my disposal, and which has
added very considerably to the stock of tunes which I had previously acquired from that still very Irish county.
"The Cowboys" Overture - John Williams . “The Cowboys” (1972) was a film directed by the very talented
Mark Rydel and featured John Wayne, probably Hollywood's quintessential cowboy. The movie required a
vigorous musical score to accompany virluoso horseback riding and calf roping, and when my friend Andre
Previn heard fragments of the score, he suggested that a concert overture lay hidden within the film's music.
Several years slipped by, and each time I saw the indefatigable Previn he would ask, "Have you made an
overture of Cowboys yet?" He kept this up until 1980, when I finally worked out the piece and played it at a
Boston Pops concert. Both the orchestra and the audience seemed to enjoy the music to such an extent that it
has been part of our repertoire ever since. I am especially delighted that this edition has finally been made
available, and I hope that interested people will find genuine pleasure in this music." ----a quote by John Williams
on the score of “The Cowboys" Overture.
“Morning, Noon, and Night in Vienna" Overture (1844) was composed by Franz von Suppe (1819 - 1895),
who was an Austrian composer of light operas and other theatre music. A composer and conductor of the
Romantic period, he is notable for his numerous operetlas, the overtures of which remain popular, many of them
having been used in soundtracks for films, cartoons, and advertisements, in addition to being frequently played
at symphonic "pops" concerts. This particular overture was the central subject of the 1959 Bugs Bunny cartoon
“Baton Bunny".
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September 15, 2017 Program Notes (continued)
As Time Goes By from "Casablanca" - is a song written by Herman Hupfeldin in 1931. It became most famous
in 1942 when part of it was sung by the character Sam (Dooley Wilson) in the movie "Casablanca". The song
was voted No. 2 on the AFI's 100 Years...100 Songs special, commemorating the best songs in film (only
surpassed by Over the Rainbow by Judy Garland). The song has since become the representative song of
Warner Bros. and was also the title and theme song of the 1990s British romantic comedy series As Time Goes
By.
Nessun Dorma - (in English: "None shall sleep") is an aria from the final act of Giacomo Puccini's (1858 - 1924)
"Turandot" and one of the best-known tenor arias in all opera. It is sung by Calaf, il principe ignoto, (the unknown
prince), who falls in love at first sight with the beautiful but cold Princess Turandot. However, any man who
wishes to wed Turandot must frst answer her three riddles; if he fails, he will be beheaded. In the aria, Calaf
expresses his triumphant assurance that he will win the princess. Although Nessun Dorma has long been a
staple of operatic recitals, Luciano Pavarotti (1935 -2007) popularized the piece beyond the opera world in the
1990s, following his performance of it for the 1990 World Cup. Both Pavarotti and Placido Domingo released
singles of the aria that charted in the United Kingdom, and it appeared on the best selling classical album of all
time, The Three Tenors in Concert.
Swinging on a Star from "Going My Way" - is an American pop standard with music composed by Jimmy Van
Heusen and lyrics by Johnny Burke. It was introduced by Bing Crosby in the 1944 film "Going My Way'', winning
an Academy Award for Best Original Song that year, and has been recorded by numerous artists since then. In
2004 it finished at#37 in AFI's 100 Year...100 Songs survey of top tunes in American cinema. Origins: Songwriter
Jimmy Van Heusen was at Crosby's house one evening for dinner, and to discuss a song for the film project
"Going My Way". During the meal one of the children began complaining about how he didn't want to go to
school the next day. The singer turned to his son and said to him, "If you don't go to school, you might grow up to
be a mule." Van Heusen thought this clever rebuke would make a good song for the film. He pictured Crosby,
who played a priest, talking to a group of children acting much the same way as his own child had acted that
night. Van Heusen took the idea to his partner, lyricist Johnny Burke, who approved. They wrote the song.
The Golden Years (1962) - Leroy Anderson (1908 - 1975). Anderson was an American composer of short,
light concert pieces, many of which were introduced by the Boston Pops Orchestra under the direction of Arthur
Fiedler. John Williams (subsequent Boston Pops conductor) described him as "one of the great American
masters of light orchestral music. Anderson's pieces and his recordings during the fifties conducting a studio
orchestra were immense commercial successes. He would occasionally appear on the Boston Pops regular
concerts on PBS to conduct his own music while Fiedler would sit on the sidelines.
On the Beautiful Blue Danube Waltzes, Op. 314 - Austrian composer Johann Strauss II (1825 - 1899)
composed this piece in 1866. Originally performed on 15 February 1867 at a concert of the Vienna Men's Choral
Association, it has been one of the most consistently popular pieces of music in the classical repertoire. After the
original music was written, words were added by the Choral Association's poet, Joseph Weyl. Strauss adapted it
into a purely orchestral version for the 1867 Paris World's Fair, and it became a great success in this form. The
instrumental version is by far the most commonly performed today.
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Special Features
In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the
responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad sales. For more information, call Sherrie
Matula (281) 486-0224. For more information or to become a CLASS member go to:
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:
Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199
The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS. All contributions are tax deductible.

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors! Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local
restaurants. Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to
dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.
If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS Webmaster,
at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by:
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net
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2017 - 2018 Season Youth Concerto Competition
The Clear Lake Symphony will hold a competition on January 27, 2018 for young artists from Houston
area high schools, junior highs, and elementary schools. The winners are provided with a scholarship
and the opportunity to perform with the Symphony. The winners will perform on the March 23rd concert
in 2018. For entry details, call (713) 639-0702. Applications and must be post marked by November
27, 2017.
The aim of the Competition is to enhance music performance and appreciation by:
♦ encouraging promising students to prepare high quality performance materials
♦ aiding instrumental and piano teachers in the Houston/Galveston Metro Area in so encouraging their
students
♦ provide opportunities for the students to perform with the Clear Lake Symphony before a live
audience
Scholarship awards will be granted to the winner of each category in each Division.
Competition Rules
Any student residing in the Houston/Galveston Metro area is eligible to enter the Competition. A
student who wins the competition is ineligible to perform in the competition the following year. A former
Concerto Competition winner must wait for one (1) year before re-entering.
Junior Division - Students not having reached the of age 15 by September 1, 2017.
Senior Division - Students having reached the age 15, but not having reached the age of 19 by
September 1, 2017.
There are three separately judged instrumental categories in each division.
1) Winds & Percussion
2) Strings
3) Piano
Any movement of a large work for solo instrument and orchestra is acceptable, provided that an
orchestration is readily available for the Symphony's use. All selections are subject to the approval of
the Clear Lake Symphony Conductor. Memory is suggested but not required.
It is the contestant's responsibility to determine, before their application is submitted, whether or not an
orchestration for their piece is for the performance. If no orchestration is available, they should choose
another piece with which to audition and perform.
Each contestant must arrange for piano accompaniment using piano reduction for the
orchestration. Contestants should bring an original copy of the music for the judges to view during the
competition. The piece must be limited to no more than 12 minutes. The Competition Coordinator
has the authority to make binding decisions regarding conformity to competition regulations.
For more details and application form, please go to the Clear lake Symphony website at:
http://clearlakesymphony.org/youth_concerto.htm
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Season Tickets
Join us to celebrate the 42nd season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Season tickets for the 2017 - 2018
Season are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to
Starbucks), 281-488-0066 (cash or checks only) or by printing and mailing the Ticket Order Form which
is in this newsletter.
Season tickets will also be available at
the opening Fall “Pops” concert on
September 15, 2017 at the ticket box
office. After September 15th, only
individual tickets for the remaining
season concerts may be purchased.
One can save up to $13 by purchasing
season tickets and saves time by not
having to stand in-line to purchase
tickets at each concert.

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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2017- 2018 Ticket Order Form
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City ________________________State _____ Zip___________
Phone: (H) __________________ (W)____________________
Email_______________________________________________
Season Tickets - 6 Concerts, include Christmas
by Sept. 15th
if individual ticket
_____ Adult
______Student
______Senior (55 up)
Christmas ticket date:

$65
$40
$50

$13 ea.
$ 8 ea.
$ 10 ea.

Dec. 1____? Dec. 2____?

Christmas “Pops” - Only
General Admission:

12/1

12/2

______Adult
$13 ea. _____
______Student
$ 8 ea. _____
______Senior (55 up) $ 10 ea. _____

_____
_____
_____

Total Amount (tickets)

$_____________

Special Contribution

$_____________

Total payment

$_____________

PAYMENT: Make checks payable to: Clear Lake Symphony
Mail to:

Clear Lake Symphony
P. O. Box 890582
Houston, Texas 77289-0582

or bring the filled-out form to the April 28th or September 15th
concert for your season ticket(s) purchase
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