Clear Lake Symphony Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue 4
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

2017 - 2018 4th Season Concert – February 9, 2018
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 42nd season in the Fall of
2017. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 42nd Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music featuring Masters of Music”.
All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).
The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the fourth concert of their
2017-2018 season on Friday, February 9th at the Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road across from
NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 42nd season, the
Orchestra will present a fun evening of MUSIC BY GREAT HUNGARIAN
MASTERS.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 37th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor
& Musical Director
Reminder: All concerts will be
on Friday evenings at 7:30
p.m. For a list of all the season
concerts, please click on the
following link:
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org
Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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February 9, 2018 Program Notes
Les Preludes by Franz Liszt (1811 - 1886). Les Preludes is the third of Liszt's thirteen symphonic poems. It's
premiere was in 1854, directed by Liszt himself. Les Preludes is the earliest example of an orchestral work
entitled "symphonic poem" (a single movement orchestral piece meant to express some non-musical romantic
image or idea: life, love, death and so on). In the case of Les Preludes, Liszt re-imagines some previously
written material (his 1844/45 choral cycle Les Quatres Elements [The Four Elements]) after discovering a
moving poem by French poet Alphonse de Lamartine on the theme of love and war. Instead of publishing the
original text in the score, Liszt published his own interpretation of the poem: “What else is life but a series of
preludes to that unknown hymn, the first and solemn note of which is intoned by death?" The music is presented
in three sections. In the first, we hear the main theme for the first time in the cello and violin sections. The
second section brings turbulence followed by a pastoral part before contrasting with the bombastic and heroic
final section.
_______Program Notes were excerpted from notes by Michael Morreale and from Wikipedia

Concerto for Two Flutes by Albert Franz Doppler (1821 - 1883). Franz Doppler was born in Poland. He wrote
an array of ballets and operas but was best known for his flute music. ln 1828, he began studying the flute with
his father, Joseph Doppler, and later formed a flute duo with his younger brother Karl. The Doppler brothers
proceeded to tour Europe as a flute duo for many years, performing a number of their own arrangements which
proved popular with audiences. Both brothers became members of the Orchestra of the German Theatre,
Budapest. Alongside their touring, they also founded the Hungarian Philharmonic Orchestra. Franz Doppler was
Principal flautist at the opera in Budapest and deputy conductor. He then became chief conductor of the Vienna
Court Opera as well as Professor of Flute at the Vienna Conservatoire. Franz Doppler composed an array of
virruosic pieces for flute including flute duets, concertos, and showpieces. Many of his works include Russian
and Hungarian elements as well as operatic themes.
_______Program Notes were excerpted from notes by Wikipedia and Billaudot

Hungarian Sketches by Bela Bartok (1881 - 1945). The Hungarian Sketches are orchestrations Bartok made
in 1931 of five piano pieces he composed between 1908 and 1911. The first complete performance was given in
Budapest in 1934. Sometimes it is not inspiration, but the simple need to earn a living that sets a composer to
work. In 1931, Bartok frankly admitted that he made these Hungarian Sketches "on account of the money,"
silently noting that these fresh and appealing pieces would be warmly received by the same orchestras and
audiences that had so much trouble with his important and challenging new works. The Sketches are skillful and
imaginatively done ---- here, as in all of Bartok's transcriptions, there is no sense that they were tossed off that
they did not benefit from the full powers of a great composer. In fact, Bartok believed in the importance of music
of all kinds, including popular and educational works, and simple pieces that helped the public to understand
what he had to say.
_______Program Notes were excerpted from notes by Phillip Huscher, Chicago Symphony
Suite, Op. 19 by Ernst von Dohnanyi (1877 - 1960). Four years older than his compatriot Bela Bartok, Ernst
von Dohnanyi pursued a far less adventurous path in maintaining his allegiance to the late-Romantic AustroGerman tradition, albeit one tinged with a dose of paprika in many places. The Suite in F sharp minor, dating
from the composer's years in pre-First World War Berlin, is a particularly attractive work, brimful of lovely
melodies and imaginative orchestral touches as well as showing his characteristically resourceful use of
variation form to good advantage.
_______Program Notes were excerpted from notes by Erik Levi, Classical-Music.com
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Soloist

Melodie Shelton, flute
Melodie Kathleen Shelton earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Music
Education and her Master’s Degree in Flute Performance and
Pedagogy from Texas Tech University, where she studied with Dr.
Michael Stoune and graduated with highest honors. She won
awards and scholarships for her flute performances, including
selection for the National Honors Band with William Revelli and
the Texas Tech Summer Faculty Band with James Sudduth. Mrs.
Shelton has also performed at the National Flute Association
Convention with the Professional Flute Choir. She traveled to
Amman, Jordan with the Celebration Orchestra where she served
as a music missionary, featured soloist and master class teacher.
She has been principal flutist with the Bay Area Wind Ensemble,
and has performed with the Houston Civic Symphony and the
Houston Flute Club. She is active as a soloist in the community, as
well as a member of a number of small ensembles.
As principal flutist with the Clear Lake Symphony, Melodie is in her 32nd season, and previously
served on the board of the Clear Lake Symphony Players Committee as vice-president for four
years. She has had several students perform with the Symphony as winners of the Student
Concerto Competition, and she was featured soloist herself in 1990, 1995, 1998, and 2007.
professional affiliations and honors include Texas Music Educators Association, Music Educators
National Convention, Mu Phi Epsilon, Outstanding Young Women of America, Kappa Delta Pi
and Delta Kappa Gamma teacher’s honor societies.
Melodie has taught flute master classes and hired master class teachers and conductors for
conferences around the country. She has also been part of the faculty at numerous Church
Music Leadership Training Events. She has maintained a private flute studio for over 30 years in
which her students have won many awards, including selection for the Texas all-state band,
recognition as outstanding soloist at the state solo and ensemble contest, consistent superior
ratings at regional and state solo and ensemble, and placement in the all-region and area bands.
Often utilized as an adjudicator for both instrumental and choral groups, she has also been the
conductor of the WAVE symphony orchestra at Webster and Westbrook Intermediate Schools,
which were awarded sweepstakes at UIL competition.
Melodie is a published author and composer of children’s choir music and curriculum for LifeWay
Christian Resources and Word Music. She has been a Children’s Choir Clinician around the
country and has directed preschool through adult choirs in churches and public schools for many
years. She and her husband Jim presently serve at First Baptist Church Pasadena, as part of the
praise team, sanctuary choir and handbell choir.
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Soloist

Norma Williams, flute
Norma Ysela Terrazas Williams received her Bachelor of Music
degree from the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP), where
she studied with Hanoch Tel-Oren and Dr. Melissa Colgin-Abein.
While there, she was a three-time concerto winner and featured
soloist with the UTEP Orchestra. After graduation she performed
with the American Wind Symphony as principal flutist. She
received a Master of Music degree in flute from the University of
Houston, where she studied with Byron Hester and taught as the
assistant flute instructor. During her time at UH she was invited to
play principal flute for the Texas Music Festival. Upon graduating,
she was selected to play principal flute for the Classical Music
Seminar Festival in Eisenstadt, Austria. The following summer she
performed in Veracruz, Mexico, where she premiered David
Ashley White’s piece for solo flute, “Flashbacks.”
In 2011, she was invited to perform at the National Flute Association Convention in Charlotte,
North Carolina. In Houston, she has been a featured soloist with the Houston Civic Symphony
and the Clear Lake Symphony. Currently, she is owner of Celestial Harmonies (a chamber music
business). She is also a Senior Consultant with Ambit Energy, plays piccolo with the Clear Lake
Symphony, and maintains a thriving flute studio.
Her students have been featured as soloists with the Clear Lake Symphony, the Houston Young
Artist Concert, the Houston Flute Club Honors Recital, have been members of Texas All-State
Band and Orchestra, and have achieved national accolades as well. Several have gone on to
pursue careers in music throughout the USA. Norma and her husband, Jeff, are proud parents of
four boys ranging in ages from thirteen to twenty-five all of whom are also musically inclined.
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Special Features
In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the
responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad sales. For more information, call Sherrie
Matula (281) 486-0224. For more information or to become a CLASS member go to:
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:
Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199
The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS. All contributions are tax deductible.

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors! Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local
restaurants. Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to
dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.
If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to Mike Matula, CLS Webmaster,
at mkmatula@prodigy.net and insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by:
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
Email: mkmatula@prodigy.net
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Join us to celebrate the 42nd season
with the Clear Lake Symphony!

February 9, 2018 – Gloria Dei

Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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