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Great German Masters Concert – April 27, 2018
The Clear Lake Symphony, with Music Director, Dr. Charles Johnson, starts its 42nd season in the Fall of
2017. The Symphony, recognized as a premiere community orchestra, is a member of ASCAP and BMI.
Its goals are to present classical music for the residents of the Bay Area and to provide opportunities for
the Bay Area musicians to create a variety of musical experiences for the enjoyment of the community.
Six regular season performances including the Christmas “Pops” will be held featuring various classical
selections and guest soloists. Join the Symphony as it celebrates its 42nd Anniversary with a brand new
“Season of Music”.
All concerts will be held at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Auditorium, 18220 Upper Bay Road in Nassau
Bay across from NASA Johnson Space Center at 7:30 PM (see concert dates).
The Clear Lake Symphony will be performing the sixth concert of
their 2017-2018 season on Friday, April 27th at the Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church Auditorium located at 18220 Upper Bay Road
across from NASA Johnson Space Center. Celebrating their 42nd
season, the Orchestra will present a fun evening of MUSIC BY
GREAT GERMAN MASTERS.
The Orchestra will be led by Dr. Charles Johnson, in his 37th year as
Conductor and Musical Director of the Clear Lake Symphony.

Dr. Charles Johnson
Conductor
& Musical Director
Reminder: All concerts will be
on Friday evenings at 7:30 p.m.
For a list of all the season
concerts, please click on the
following link:
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org
Concert Tickets are available from Eye Trends, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to Starbucks).
Phone number: 281-488-0066. Individual are: $13 adults, $10 senior citizens (age 55 & up) & $8 students.
Tickets are also available at the concert ticket table the night of the concert.
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Soloist

Robert F. Wall, clarinet
Clarinetist and Conductor Robert F. Wall is a native
Texan. His early music training was received in the public
schools of Beaumont, Texas where he was inspired by
the legend of Harry James, another Beaumont native to
play beautiful music. Mr. Wall received his Bachelor
Degree in Music Performance from Lamar University in
Beaumont, then attended the University of Idaho in
Moscow, Idaho and was awarded his Master of Music in
Performance. After serving three years in the Fourth
Army Band, he did post graduate work in Music at the
University of Houston. Mr. Wall has held the post of
Principal Clarinet with the Clear Lake Symphony for 28
years and in 1993 was named Associate Conductor,
where he conducts the Symphony during its annual Fall
"Pops" and Christmas "Pops" concerts.
Mr. Wall has been active in music in the Galveston/Clear Lake area for many years. In
addition to his work with the Clear Lake Symphony, he served as soloist and Principal
Clarinet for nine years with the Galveston Symphony under the direction of long time Houston
Symphony Principal Clarinet, Richard Pickar. He was also the Orchestra Conductor for the
Galveston Civic Opera production of the Mikado. Recently, Mr. Wall performed with his jazz
combo for the Crisis Pregnancy Center's annual fundraiser.
Mr. Wall was a music educator for many years and currently is in his 23rd year as
Instrumental Music Director and Orchestra Director at University Baptist Church in Clear
Lake. With several hundred music orchestrations as part of his duties at the church, he has
also become an accomplished composer and orchestrator of small string and wind ensemble
music which is published through Cimarron Music Press. Mr. Wall's article on clarinet and
bass clarinet pedagogy is also published through LifeWay Christian Resources in their
textbook, The Instrumental Resource.

Next Concert – September 14. 2018
Fall “Pops” 7:30 PM
_____

at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church _____
Join the Clear Lake Symphony for a delightful evening of entertainment
featuring Popular, Light Classical, and Jazz Selections.

Page 2 of 6

Clear Lake Symphony Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue 6
www.ClearLakeSymphony.org

April 27, 2018 Program Notes
"Genovena" Overture, Op. 81 by Robert Schumann (1810 - 1856). "Genovena" was the only
opera Schumann attempted. It was composed in 1847, and was first performed in Leipzig in
1850, Schumann himself conducting the work. It did not prove a success due in part to the
negative criticism it received in the press and was withdrawn after a few presentations.
However, the overture still retains its place on concert programs.
_____________notes from Wikipedia
Robert Schumann

Opus 120, No. 1 is a 1986 arrangement by Italian composer Luciano Berio for clarinet and
orchestra of the 1894 Johannes Brahms Clarinet Sonata Op. 120, No. 1. As with the original
sonata, the soloist in this arrangement can either be a clarinet or a viola. It was commissioned
by the Los Angeles Philharmonic in 1986 and premiered in November of that year. The
arrangement retains the title of “sonata” even though, given that it is arranged for soloist and
orchestra, it could be considered a concerto.
_____________notes from Wikipedia
Luciano Berio

Richard Wagner

Ernst Boehe

Richard Strauss

“Tristan und Isolde” Prelude by Richard Wagner (1813 - 1883) premiered in 1865 in
Munich. Widely acknowledged as one of the peaks of the operatic repertoire, Tristan was
notable for Wagner's unprecedented use of chromaticism, tonal ambiguity, orchestral color,
and harmonic suspension. Many see Tristan as the beginning of the move away from
common practice harmony and tonality and consider that it lays the groundwork for the
direction of classical music in the 20th century. Wagner called the Prelude "Liebestod" (lovedeath) and is often presented with Isolde's final aria, the "Verklarung" (Transfiguration) in
concerts.
_____________notes from Wikipedia
The Lament of Nausicaa by Ernst Boehe (1880 - 1938). Boehe was a German composer
and orchestral conductor. He composed mainly orchestral music which shows the influence of
the early symphonic poems of Richard Strauss, who was a friend. Boehe's idiom is relatively
conservative, heavily indebted to Strauss and Wagner, but also to Brahms. The music is
written with complete confidence. There is no obsession here with formal problems; rather we
get uninhibited amassment of orchestral color and brilliance and expressive range from t}le
deepest reaches of tragedy to almost ethereal brilliance. Boehe composed four symphonic
poems based on The Odyssey. The third of these was The Lament of Nausicaa. The sea is
evoked in the highly Wagnerian start to this third episode, before Nausicaa's flute lament,
echoed by the English horn and later taken up by a beautiful violin solo, builds to a glorious
orchestral climax.
_____________notes by Christopher Fifield
"Der Rosenkavalier" Suite, Op. 59 by Richard Strauss (1864 - 1949). In 1905, Strauss was
known mainly as a pianist, conductor, and composer of captivating tone poems. While they
were superbly crafted, they were hardly controversial. In 1905, things changed markedly for
Strauss with his shockingly sexualized Salome and Freudian Elektra. His beloved opera Der
Rosenkavalier, if not exactly an apology to the outraged Viennese public, is a nostalgic
backward glance to l8th-century Vienna modeled to some degree upon Mozart's The Marriage
of Figaro. Composed in 1910 and 1911, it is old-fashioned, modern, timeless, and delicious. It
was like an irresistible valentine to the public that felt Strauss had abandoned them. All was
forgiven. Der Rosenkavalier is fi1led with gorgeous waltzes and versatile leitmotifs. The most
famous of these waltzes has a melody so perfect that it seems always to have been there. It
sounds lush and singable when voiced by an operatically trained bass-baritone, but don't ty
humming this melody at home. With its deceptively tricky stepwise modulations in minor
thirds, it will defy your best efforts in the shower.
____________excerpts from notes by Utah Symphony
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Special Features
In-School Performances
The Symphony is dedicated to the musical education of our children and brings classical music to the
public schools, at no cost to the students or taxpayers, through classroom demonstrations and
discussions. The Symphony annually donates numerous tickets to the students to provide them with
the opportunity to enjoy a free symphony concert. For information, call Sherrie Matula (281) 486-0224.

Clear Lake Area Symphony Society
CLASS is a group of volunteers who assists with concert production on a regular basis, assuming the
responsibilities for box office, receptions, promotion, and Ad sales. For more information, call Sherrie
Matula (281) 486-0224. For more information or to become a CLASS member go to:
http://clearlakesymphony.org/class.htm .

Special Contribution Recognition
The Clear Lake Symphony recognizes those patrons who donate $100 or more by including their
names in the Hall of Honor section of our subscription concert programs and on the Symphony web
site. The six categories as listed below are:
Underwriter -- $2500 or more
Sponsor -- $1000 to $2499
Benefactor -- $500 to $999
Patron -- $300 t0 $499
Donor -- $200 to $299
Friend -- $100 to $199
The Clear Lake Symphony is a non-profit organization with a 501 c(3) status with the IRS. All contributions are tax deductible.
Make checks payable to: "Clear Lake Symphony". All contributions can be mailed to:

Clear Lake Symphony
Attn: Betty Wall
P. O. Box 890582
Houston, TX 77289-0582

Additional Ways to Support the Clear Lake Symphony
When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Clear Lake
Symphony at UH-CLC. Bookmark the link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/76-0035368 and
support the Symphony every time you shop. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.

Please support our symphony sponsors! Some of our sponsors offer a discount at local
restaurants. Bring the coupon from the Symphony Program with you when going out to
dine and receive a 10% discount off your bill.
We thank our donors!
Your support helps the
Clear Lake Symphony
present classical music
for the residents of the
Bay Area!
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Season Tickets
Join us to celebrate the 43rd season with the Clear Lake Symphony! Season tickets for the 2018 - 2019
Season are currently available from EYE TRENDS, 515 Bay Area Blvd., Suite 300 (next door to
Starbucks), 281-488-0066 (cash or checks only) or by printing and mailing the Ticket Order Form which
is in this newsletter.
Season tickets will also be available at
the opening Fall “Pops” concert on
September 14, 2018 at the ticket box
office.
After September 14th, only
individual tickets for the remaining
season concert may be purchased.
One can save up to $13 by purchasing
season tickets and saves time by not
having to stand in-line to purchase
tickets at each concert.

If you would no longer like to receive future emails, please forward this email to webmaster@clearlakesymphony.org & insert “Unsubscribe” in the Subject field.
This email was sent by:
Mike Matula
Clear Lake Symphony Webmaster
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2018- 2019 Ticket Order Form
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City ________________________State _____ Zip___________
Phone: (H) __________________ (W)____________________
Email_______________________________________________
Season Tickets - 6 Concerts, include Christmas
by Sept. 14th
if individual ticket
_____ Adult
______Student
______Senior (55 up)
Christmas ticket date:

$65
$40
$50

$13 ea.
$ 8 ea.
$ 10 ea.

Nov. 30____? Dec. 1____?

Christmas “Pops” - Only
General Admission:

11/30

12/1

______Adult
$13 ea. _____
______Student
$ 8 ea. _____
______Senior (55 up) $ 10 ea. _____

_____
_____
_____

Total Amount (tickets)

$_____________

Special Contribution

$_____________

Total payment

$_____________

PAYMENT: Make checks payable to: Clear Lake Symphony
Mail to:

Clear Lake Symphony
P. O. Box 890582
Houston, Texas 77289-0582

or bring the filled-out form to the April 27th or September 14th
concert for your season ticket(s) purchase
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